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Our journey began at the airport in Cuiaba, where we said our goodbyes 
to those folks that were heading home from the main tour and met up 
with Diane who joined us for the extension. Our trip to Alta Floresta was 
uneventful and we got in some birding before arriving at Thaimaçu Lodge 
in a little forest patch, where we added our first birds of the trip in the 
form of Paradise Jacamar, Yellow-tufted Woodpecker, White-browed 
Purpletuft, Turquoise Tanager and our first of many Blue-and-yellow and 
Red-and-green Macaws. 

 
Thaimaçu Lodge is situated on the spectacular Sao Benedito river and 
birds and wildlife abound. Our first order of business was the 45-metre 
high tower, overlooking primary forest with giant trees, and here we were 
greeted by a procession of birds including White-browed Hawk, 
Amazonian Pygmy-Owl, Golden-winged Parakeet, Kawall’s, Yellow-
crowned, Blue-headed, Orange-winged and Red-fan Parrots, Bare-necked 
Fruitcrow, Rufous-bellied Euphonia, Red-billed Pied, Flame-crested, Bay-
headed, Turquoise and Swallow Tanager, the range-restricted Black-
girdled Barbet and Tooth-billed Wren, Curl-crested, Lettered, and Red-
necked Araçaris, White-throated and Channel-billed Toucans, White-
necked Puffbird and many others. It was hard to know where to look! 
Unfortunately, at times the viewing was rather difficult as the lack of rain 

and a nearby giant forest fire set illegally was filling the air with smoky haze.  
 
Birding the main road and some forest trails, we were very successful with several tricky species including 
Pavonine Quetzal, Tapajos Hermit, Razor-billed Curassow, Collared and Eastern Striolated-Puffbird, Blue-cheeked 
Jacamar, Spix’s Guan, Yellow-throated and Ringed Woodpeckers, Plain-winged, Spot-winged, Saturnine and 
Cinereous Antshrikes, White-eyed Stipplethroat, Red-headed Manakin and a variety of others. A very productive 
trail in sandy forest produced yet another different set of birds, headlined by the weird and wonderful Bald Parrot 
(only described recently and endemic to a tiny area!), Green-backed, Black-tailed and Amazonian Trogons, the 
range-restricted Brown-banded Puffbird, a great view of perched White-bellied Parrots, White-crowned Manakin, 
Guianan Tyrannulet, Spix’s Warbling-Antbird, Bronzy Jacamar, Gould’s 
Toucanet, a quick Crimson Topaz and an amazing up-close encounter with 
a Slate-coloured Hawk.  
 
Yet another trail in varzea forest provided Amazonian Antshrike, Band-
tailed and Black-faced Antbirds, Snethlage’s Tody-Tyrant and a brief 
glimpse of the spectacular and rare Cryptic Forest-Falcon. Memorable 
sightings included a pair of Crested Caracaras capturing and killing a 
juvenile Greater Yellow-headed Vulture, a bird much bigger than they are 
– perhaps a territorial defense behaviour! Less macabre were our 
encounters with Brazilian Tapirs – we saw at least one every day!  
 
A couple of trips on the Sao Benedito itself were equally productive and 
fantastic for photo opportunities. Several of the common herons, egrets 
and kingfishers put on a great show as well as the incomparable Hoatzin, 
shy Green-and-rufous Kingfisher, Amazonian Umbrellabird, Long-billed 
Woodcreeper, Glossy Antshrike, Grey-breasted Sabrewing, Plumbeous 
Kite, Black Caracara and many others. We even added a couple of new 
birds on our last morning – Pale-breasted Spinetail, Grey-crowned 
Flycatcher and another flyover Bald Parrot! All in all, an incredibly birdy 
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extension to a fascinating part of the world with some excellent company! 
 

 
 

 

Annotated List of species recorded 

For the species list and more photos, please see the eBird Trip Report:  https://ebird.org/tripreport/77793 
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